
  
    

  

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
   

   
 

 

  
   
  
 

   
 

 

 

   
    

 
 

   
 

 
 

  
   

 

 
 

   

  
    

 

   
 

 
 

  
  

    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTED SELF-PLACEMENT GUIDE 

How to use the Directed Self-Placement Guide: 

1. Use the following chart to assess your current writing and reading abilities. Read each question carefully before proceeding to the next. 
2. Start with Question 1: for each question, choose ONE option that BEST describes your answer to that question. Select A, B, C, or D. 
3. Proceed down the chart, answering each question. 
4. You may have some answers from one option and some from another. That’s OK. 
5. When you finish answering all the questions, you will select the option with the most answers. (For example: if you had 7 answers for Option A and 2 answers for Option B, you would enroll in 
the class for Option A). 
6. Be honest and reflective about your abilities. English is a difficult course to pass. These questions are carefully constructed to help you find the right course for you. 
7. At the bottom of the chart is the recommendation for which ENGLISH 101 class you should take based on your answers. You should enroll in that English course. 
8. If you have further questions about which ENGLISH 101 course to enroll in, please contact the English Department (Program Chair: Megan Rice, mrice@ensign.edu) or Student Development 
Center 1.801.524.8151 

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C OPTION D 

QUESTION 1: 
Are you a strong 
reader and writer? 

I think of myself as a strong reader and writer. I think of myself as an average reader and 
writer. 

I am good at reading but struggle with writing 
OR 
I am good at writing but struggle with 
comprehending all that I'm reading. 

I spoke another language besides English when 
growing up, 
OR 
A language other than English is used in my 
home OR I am fluent in spoken English but it 
takes me a long time to read and write in 
English. 

READING 

QUESTION 2: 
Can you read 
complex texts? 

I am comfortable reading complex essays and 
take notes as I read. 

I have some difficulty reading complex essays 
and taking effective notes about them. 

I have difficulty reading complex essays; I do not 
have effective note-taking strategies. 

I often lose the meaning when I read in English 
because I get stuck on words I don't understand. 

QUESTION 3: 
Can you make 
connections when 
you read? 

When I read, I make connections to other 
things I have read or experienced as a way to 
further my understanding of concepts. 

When I finish reading, sometimes I grasp the 
concepts and can make connections, but 
sometimes it is difficult for me to explain how 
the reading connects to other concepts or 
readings. 

When I finish reading it is difficult for me to 
articulate all the main points of the text; I can 
summarize but have difficulty analyzing or 
making connections to other texts. 

I would like to learn how to understand the main 
points of short readings in textbooks better. 

QUESTION 4: 
Can you identify 
patterns? 

I feel comfortable identifying the structure 
and organization of the things I read. 

I need to learn more about how ideas are 
related and organized in the readings I do. 

I don't feel comfortable reading complex 
academic essays. 

I want to develop my vocabulary and language 
skills for college-level English. 

WRITING 

QUESTION 5: 
How well can you 
write about any 
given topic? 

I do well finding topics to write about; I can relate 
my ideas to the ideas of others. 

I do well finding topics to write about but struggle to 
articulate my research and point of view. 

I have trouble coming up with good topics and ideas 
for my essays; I need to learn better paraphrasing and 
summarizing before I can respond with my own 
writing. 

I need to learn to paraphrase and summarize ideas 
before I can respond to them in writing. 

QUESTION 6: 
Do you have a 
writing plan when 
you write? 

I have several strategies for outlining and organizing 
my writing. 

I am unsure of myself when I plan my writing and 
could use tips on planning strategies. 

I have good ideas but I don't know how to organize 
them into paragraphs and short essays. I help writing 
effective sentences. 

I have good ideas but I don't know how to articulate 
them in English or organize them into paragraphs and 
short essays. 

QUESTION 7: 
Do you have 
experience with 
research? 

I have experience doing research and I have 
research skills. I know how to locate and evaluate 
sources and relate them to my own writing. 

I need to improve my research skills and learn how to 
use outside sources in my writing. 

I need to improve my research skills and learn how to 
use outside sources in my writing. 

I need to improve my strategies for reading and 
comprehending research in English. 

QUESTION 8: 
How well do you 
know grammar and 
mechanics? 

I am confident about the basic conventions of 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

I could use support with my grammar, sentences, and 
the overall mechanics of writing. 

I could use support with my grammar, sentences, and 
the overall mechanics of writing. I need extra help 
correcting my writing. 

I need to improve writing effectively in English. 
Especially when it comes to sentences, grammar, and 
spelling. I need extra help correcting my writing. 

CONCLUSION 

QUESTION 9: 
How much help do 
you need from your 
instructor? 

I am ready to work at a quick pace, with my 
instructor as my guide. 

I would prefer to get one extra hour a week to 
practice my writing and reading skills as I learn to 
write college-level assignments. 

I would prefer a pace that accommodates my need for 
extra writing instruction. I would benefit from extra 
support, slower pacing, and more mechanical 
instruction in writing. 

I would like extra support with my English skills. I 
would benefit from extra instruction in listening and 
speaking English as well as reviewing the basics of how 
to read and write academically in English. 

QUESTION 10: 
What was your High 
School English 
Experience? 

I took advanced or honors level High School English 
courses. I got mostly A's and B's 
OR 
I took regular High School English courses and got 
A's 

I took regular High School English courses. I got mostly 
B's and C's 
OR 
I took remedial High School English courses and got 
A's 
OR 
English is my second language, but I speak fluently 

I took remedial High School English courses I took English as a Second Language in High School 

RECORD NUMBER of 
TRUE ANSWERS HERE 

>>> 

1. Count up the answers you marked TRUE in each option column. 
2. Record the number below. 
3. The option you answered the MOST true statements for has the recommended ENG class below 

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C OPTION D 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDED 
ENGLISH COURSE: 

OPTION A 
ENGLISH 101 

OPTION B 
ENGLISH 101 with ENGLISH 105 (Writing 
Studio) 

OPTION C 
ENGLISH 101SA and ENGLISH 101SB 

OPTION D 
ELAN 101A and ELAN 101B 

PLEASE NOTE: Students in ELAN 101A are 
encouraged to take ELAN 87 concurrently. 

ENGLISH COURSES DESCRIPTION: (See Catalog for full course descriptions) 

ENGLISH 101: 3 credit hour course; introduction to college writing. See catalog for more information. 
ENGLISH 105: 1 credit hour course; writing studio is a lab class that supports ENG 101. ENG 105 can only be taken concurrently with ENG 101. See catalog for more information. 

ENGLISH 101SA/101SB: 6 credit hours (taken over two semesters; A and B cannot be taken concurrently); fulfills the ENG 101 requirement. See catalog for more information. 

ELAN 101A/ELAN 101B: 6 credit hours (taken over two semesters; A and B cannot be taken concurrently); fulfills the ENG 101 requirement. Specifically designed for non-native English speakers. See catalog for more 
ELAN 87: 2 credit hour course; listening and speaking support for non-native English speakers. Recommended concurrent enrollment with ELAN 101A. See catalog for more information. 
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